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Committee on Judiciary, Corrections and Privacy 

 
Senate Bill 49 

Relating to: evidence of lay and expert witnesses. 

By Senators Welch, Stepp and Kanavas; cosponsored by Representatives Gundrum, 

Olsen, Hines, Albers, Townsend, McCormick, Krawczyk, Nass, Vukmir, Musser, Van 

Roy, Gunderson and Ladwig. 

 

February 26, 2003 Referred to Committee on Judiciary, Corrections and Privacy. 

 

April 9, 2003 PUBLIC HEARING HELD 

 

Present: (4) Senators Zien, S. Fitzgerald, Stepp and 

Carpenter. 

Absent: (1) Senator George. 

 

Appearances For 

 State Senator Bob Welch, 14th State Senate District 

 James Buchen, WI Manufacturers & Commerce, Madison 

 Atty. Paul Benson, WMC, WIA, Milwaukee (Michael Best & 

Friedrich LLP) 

 Atty. J. Ric Gass, Civil Trial Counsel of WI & Pres. Elect of 

Lawyers for Civil Justice, Milwaukee (Dravit, Gass, Hovel & 

Ligitner) 
 

Appearances Against 

 Atty. George Burnett, State Bar of WI, Green Bay (Liebmann, 

Conway, Olejniczak & Jerry S.C.) 

 Lynn Laufenberg, WI Academy of Trial Lawyers, Milwaukee 
 

Appearances for Information Only 

 Attorney General Peggy Lautenschlager, State of WI - Dept. of 

Justice 
 

Registrations For 

 Brandon Scholz, WI Grocers Assn., Madison 

 Jim Hough, WI Mortgage Bankers Assn., Madison 

 Jim Hough, Civil Trial Counsel of WI, Madison 

 Paul Merline, WI Restaurant Assn., Madison 

 Jon Lundgren, WE Energies, Milwaukee 

 Kenyon Kies, WI Utility Investors, Madison 

 Genie Kelly, WI Utilities Assn., Madison 



 Eric Englund, WI Insurance Alliance, Madison 

 Bill Smith, WI Coalition for Civil Justice, Madison 

 Jerry Deschane, WI Builders Assn., Madison 

 Alice O'Connor, WI Medical Society, Madison 

 Bill Jordahl, Alliant Energy, Madison 

 Jim Hough, WI Economic Development Assn., Madison 

 Bill Smith, National Federation of Independent Business (WI), 

Madison 

 James Morrison, Wisconsin Public Service, Green Bay 
 

Registrations Against 

 Atty. Dan Rottier, Madison 

 Deb Sybell, State Bar of WI - Individual Rights & 

Responsibilities Section, Madison 
 

 

October 2, 2003 EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD 

 

Present: (3) Senators Zien, S. Fitzgerald and Carpenter. 

Absent: (2) Senators Stepp and George. 

 

Moved by Senator Zien, seconded by Senator S. Fitzgerald that 

Senate Bill 49 be recommended for passage. 

 

Ayes: (3)  Senators Zien, S. Fitzgerald and Stepp 

(polling). 

Noes: (2)  Senators George (polling) and Carpenter. 

 

PASSAGE RECOMMENDED, Ayes 3, Noes 2 

 

 

 

 

John Hogan 

Committee Clerk 


